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AMUAIj  REPORT  OF_THE  ME  DI CAL  OFFICER  OF  WEAT.tt-t  FOR  THE 


YEAR  1 956 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1958. 

x-  J*  the  re(iuest  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Vital 
Statistics  are  being  presented  in  a slightly  modified  form. 

In  recent  years  the  estimated  resident  population 
remains  fairly  constant,  but  it  is  higher  than  in  1948,  when 
it  was  estimated  to  be  5,530.  ' 

The  health  during  1958  of  your  district  has  been  good. 

Ho  serious  epidemic  occurred  and  although  there  was  an  outbreak 
of  measles  the  disease  was  relatively  mild. 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred.  Two  deaths  occurred  in 
infants  but  it  appears  from  our  present  medical  knowledge  that 
these  could  not  have  been  prevented. 

Ti.o  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year 
but  there  we re  no  deaths,  while  in  1948  seven  cases  of  tuber— 
culosis  were  notified  and  there  were  four  deaths. 

-As  a result  of  the  building  of  council  houses  and  the 
effect  of  improvement  grants,  the  general  housing  problem  is 


Water  and  sewerage  problems  have  arisen  but  these 
problems  are  being  dealt  with  as  speedily  as  possible.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  village  of  Penally  will  be  connected  to  a main 
sewer  in  the  near  future,  as  this  is  urgently  required. 

uThe  section  prepared  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
Y^x^  a part  these  officers  play  in  the  maintenance 

of  the  conditions  suitable  for  healthy  living. 

3-n  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  staff  for  their  continued  courtesy  and  co- 
operation during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 


.Your  obedient  servant 


THE  CIVIC  CENTRE, 
TENBY. 
PEMBS. 


PHYLLIS  M. BOWEN,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. , D.P.H. , D.C.H. 


District  Medical  Officer 


Tel:  Tenby  2589 


VITAL 

S T A T 

I S T I C 

Resident  Population  (Registrar  General* s Estimate) 

1958 

...6,390.., 

Pembroke 

R.D.1958 

Pembroke 

R.D.1957 

County  of 
Pembroke 

England 
cz  Wales 

Live  Births 
Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1 ,000  pop. ) 

104 

16.3 

85 

13.3 

18.61 

1 6.4 

Still  Births 
Still  Birth  Rate 
(per  1 ,000  live 
and  still  births) 

1 

9.5. 

1 

11.8 

27.6 

21  .6 

Total  Live  and 
Still  Births 

1 05 

8 6 

Infant  Deaths  2 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1 .000 

live  births)  - total  19.2 

- legitimate  19.4 

- illegitimate  nil 

1 

11  .8 
12,04 

26. 

22.5 

iTeo-natal  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1 ,000  live 
births ) 

9.6 

nil 

17.72 

16.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

.96 

1.17 

per  cent  of  total 
live  births. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  shows  an  increase  but  is  still 
lower  than  that  for  the  County  of  Pembroke  and  for  England  and 
Wales.  There  were  two  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age; 
one  was  due  to  prematurity  at  six  hours  and  the  other  to  cere- 
bral thrombosis  following  pneumonia  at  one  month. 


Maternal  Deaths 
Maternal  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1 ,000  live 
and  still  births) 


nil  nil 

nil  nil  .57  .43 


Deaths 

Death  Rate 

(per  1 ,000  pop. ) 


59  55 

9.2  8.6  13.21  11.7 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male  Female 


TOTAL  (All  causes) 


32  27 


Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Le ukaemi a , ale ukaemi a , 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina, 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 


1 


2 


1 

9 

2 

4 

3 

2 


1 

4 

3 


2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

3 


\ 


I -i. 


The  death  rate  shows  a slight  increase  this  year  "but 
still  remains  lower  than  the  rate  for  the  County  of  Pembroke 
and  for  England  and  Wales.  Approximately  62.7/0  (37)  of  the 
total  deaths  occurred  in  persons  aged  over  70  years,  and  of 
these,  33.9$  (20)  occurred  in  persons  aged  over  80  years. 

The  highest  number  of  deaths  from  any  one  cause  resulted  from 
heart  disease,  which  accounted  for  24  of  the  deaths. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles  10/-!- 
Pneumonia  3 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis  1 
Whooping  Cough  4 
Scarlet  Fever  3 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 
Dysentery  1 


TUBERCULOSIS 

No  deaths  occurred  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
There  was  one  new  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  and 
one  of  abdominal  tuberculosis.  The  latter  was  admitted  to 
hospital  and  an  old  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  also  re- 
admitted for  a period. 


PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  contacts  and 

school  leavers  continues  to  be 

carried  out  in  the  district.  During  1958,  57  school  children 
were  skin  tested  and  of  these  51  required  vaccination. 


Mass  Radiography  The  Mobile  Unit  of  the  Mass  Radio- 
graphy Service  visited  Pembroke  and 
Pembroke  Dock  for  two  and  three  days  respectively  during  the 
month  of  March,  and  residents  in  the  rural  area  had  the  opport- 
unity of  attending  at  either  centre. 


Pembroke  Dock 

Grand 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total  No.  examined 

681 

297 

38U 

No.  found  to  be  abnormal 

27  1 

(3.96%) 

Ik 

13 

No.  requiring  further  observation 

5 < 

(0.73%) 

1 

4 

Other  abnormalities  of  the  chest 

22  1 

(3.250 

13 

9 

Penbro ke 


Total  No.  examined 

274 

(8.7670) 

130 

144 

No.  found  to  be  abnormal 

24 

14 

10 

No.  requiring  further  observation 

1 0 

(3.65#) 

7 

3 

Other  abnormalities  of  the  chest 

14 

(5.1  w 

7 

7 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE _ACT . 1946 . 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Vaccination  Records  were  received  of  152  primary  and 

9 secondary  vaccinations. 

Immunisation  Records  were  received  of  57  diphtheria 

immunisations  and  44  re -inforcing  inject- 
ions and  64  whooping  cough  immunisations. 
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Both  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  are  carried  out  by 
the  local  practitioners,  who  are  paid  by  the  County  Council 
on  receipt  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  the  record  cards. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIO-MYELITIS 

This  work  has  continued  at  the  clinics  and  in  the 
schools  and  has  meant  much  additional  work  for  the  County 
Health  Department.  The  age  range  has  now  been  extended  to 
those  born  during  and  since  1933  but  the  number  of  requests 
for  vaccination  from  this  older  age  group  is  lower  than  one 
would  wish,  but  the  response  from  the  parents  of  children 
born  between  1938  and  1943  is  very  satisfactory. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47:-  Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in 
need  of  care  and  attention. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section. 
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REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  jffiALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1 958 . 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Details  of  the  Water  Sirooly _ar_e_  as  follows : 


Parish 


Houses  Connected 


Standpipes 


Angle 

73 

2 

Bosheston 

18 

Carew 

134 

13 

Castlemartin 

34 

4 

Cosheston 

93 

4 

Hodges ton 

14 

2 

Handle ton 

60 

7 

Lamphey 

137 

2 

Manorbier 

159 

9 

Nash 

7 

3 

Penally 

146 

3 

Redberth 

22 

1 

Rhoscrowther 

19 

— 

Stackpole 

57 

— 

St. Florence 

72 

— 

St.Twynnells 

12 

— 

St.Petrox 

6 

— 

St. Mary  Out  Liberty 

83 

1 

Warren 

6 

1 

Waterworks  and  Distribution  Mains 


Although  there  were  no  -capital  works  in  progress  during 
the  year,  the  Council  had  prepared  a scheme  for  an  extension  of 
the  existing  mains  at  Ivy  Tower,  St. Florence,  to  Island  Cottages, 
Gumfreston,  and  at  the  same  time  a further  extension  to  the  high 
level  tanks  at  St. Mary  Out  Liberty.  This  scheme  to  supply  St. Mary 
Out  Liberty  was  considered  by  the  Council  to  be  the  only  effect- 
ive method  of  ensuring  that  this  area  could  be  supplied  without 
the  previous  annual  shortages.  Unfortunately , neither  planning 
consent  nor  the  support  of  the  County  Council  was  forthcoming, 
and  the  extension  from  Islands  Cottages  to  St. Mary  Out  Liberty 
was  not  approved  of  by  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government.  Later  on,  the  water  shortage  at  St. Mary  Out 
Liberty  became  so  acute  that  a temporary  connection  from  the 
Tenby  Trunk  Main  was  obtained  by  the  Narberth  Rural  District 
Council.  There  were  fortunately  no  restrictions  imposed  on  this 
supply  at  that  time  and  the  rest  of  the  summer  passed  without 
further  incident. 

The  extension  from  Ivy  Tower  to  Islands  Cottages  was 
eventually  approved  and  it  was  expected  that  work  would  be 
commenced  during  the  coming  year. 


General 

The  major  part  of  the  district  continues  to  be  supplied 
from  the  Stephen’s  Green  Booster  Station  at  Milton,  Carew.  The 
supply  is  obtained  from  the  Pembroke  Borough  Waterworks  at 
Milton,  and  the  water  is  chlorinated.  All  samples  taken  from 
this  source  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Although  there  was  no  shortage  at  the  source,  there  was 
still  seme  difficulty  experienced  in  maintaining  a constant 
supply  to  the  Lydstcp  and  Penally  localities,  particularly 
during  the  summer  when  there  is  an  enormous  influx  of  summer 
visitors. 
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However,  improvements  at  the  head  works  and  other  balancing 
measures  eliminated  much  of  the  hardship  endured  in  previous 
years,  and  the  number  of  properties  affected  by  shortages  was 
strictly  limited. 

Localised  Schemes 

The  localised  water  schemes  at  Angle,  Rhoscrowther , 
Hundleton,  Bentlass  and  Upper  Nash  functioned  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year. 

At  Hundleton,  one  51  doubtful1'  sample  was  obtained,  but 
this  was  believed  to  have  been  due < to  .-animal  polution  at  the 
springs.  A further  sample  taken  after  the  repair  of  the  fencing 
proved  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  Water  pent  for  Bacteriological  Examination  during 
1958  were  as  follows 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Doubtful 

Private  Supplies  and  Wells  1 1 - 
Public  Supplies  12  - 1 
Proposed  Public  Supplies  - 2 - 


SEWERAGE 

Milton/Carew  Cher it on  Scheme 

Further  progress  was  made  to  the  conversions  and  connect- 
ions to  the  sewer  and  a further  six  properties  were  connected  to 
the  sewer,  making  a total  of  twenty-one.  Work  was  still  proceed- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  year,  although  some  of  the  remaining  prop- 
erties to  be  connected  to  the  sewer  are  likely  to  be  demolished 
prior  to  local  improvements  at  Hilton  Bridge. 

Carew  Village  Scheme 

No  further  properties  were  connected  to  this  sewer,  leaving 
the  total  number  connected  at  thirty-one. 

Hanorbier  Village  Scheme 

One  further  property  was  connected  to  the  sewer,  making  a 
total  of  fifty.  Only  a handful  of  connections  and  conversions 
remain  to  be  made  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  complete  their 
connection  as  quickly  as  possible. 


HOUSING 


Council  Houses 

Council  house  construction  was  at  a complete  standstill 
for  the  whole  of  the  year.  Not  only  were  there  none  completed, 
but  there  were  also  none  under  construction. 

Much  of  the  cause  of  this  was  due  to  the  exceptionally 
high  rates  of  interest  and  the  subsequent  need  for  increased 
rents.  In  fact  it  has  been  found  that  the  present  council 
house  rents  have  reached  a peak,  and  many  tenants  are  finding 
it  difficult  to  maintain  their  standard  of  living.  Others  have 
started  to  look  for  suitable  alternative  accommodation  in 
privately  owned  houses,  or  are  contemplating  building  their  own 
homes . 

Unfit  Houses 

Six  unfit  dwellings  were  demolished  during  the  year,  and 
a further  three  were  closed,  making  a total  of  thirty-four 
properties  closed  or  demolished  since  the  submission  of  Section 
I proposals  for  slum  clearance  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
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Rents  Act,  1954.  Although  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  the 
scheduled  rate  of  progress  in  dealing  with  slum  clearance,  the 
total  absence  of  council  house  construction  during  the  year 
must  inevitably  affect  future  slum  clearance. 

Housing  Improvements 

Fourteen  applications  for  housing  improvement  grants 
were  received  and  approved  under  the  1949-57  Housing  Acts,  and 
the  total  number  of  dwellings  so  improved  and  completed  at  the 
end  of  the  year  came  to  forty-eight . 

In  addition,  a further  five  dwellings  were  completely 
modernised  without  the  aid  of  public  funds. 

Pr ivate  House  Construction 

Thirteen  new  dwellings  were  completed  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  a further  fourteen  were  under  construction. 


INSPECT  I PIT  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES.  DURING;  THE  YEAR 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  36 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations  1925  & 1932  included 
in  previous  column. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  6 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  (exclusive  of  those 
in  previous  column).  10 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers.  7 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS.  DURING  .YEAR 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Sections  9«1 0.  & jjo . 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  (By  Owners). 

Public  Health  Acts . 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  3 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  (By  Owners).  2 

Housing  Act  .19^0. Sections^!  _£_1J> . 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
orders  were  made.  6 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  persuance  of 
demolition  orders.  6 

Housing  Act.  1936.  Section  12 . 

No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

repsect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made.  - 
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Housing  Act  1.936 ._  .Part  .IV  - Overcrowding. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  Not  .Known 

No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  » 

No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ,! 

No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  year  3 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  year  2 

No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  13 


SANITARY  INSPECTION 

No.  of  complaints  received  53 

No.  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  47 

Summary  of  Inspections 


Dwelling  Houses : - 


No.  of  inspections  arising  from  housing  applications  19 
No.  of  inspections  under  Housing  Act,  193o.  29 
No.  of  inspections  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants  25 
No.  of  inspections  under  Public  Health  Act  37 


Drainage 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  and  disinfections 
Tents , Vans , Sheds , e tc . 

Schools 

Factories  (including  bakehouses) 

Shops  (including  ice  cream-premises) 

Refuse  Disposal 
Water  Supplies 
Miscellaneous 


4 

51 

14 

17 

28 


56 

212 

165 


Ncm  of  Notices  served 

Preliminary:  Housing  7 

Other  12 

Statutory:  Housing  - 

Other  ~ 

Summary  Action 

Summonses  issued  ~ 

Convictions  obtained 


Milk  and  Dairies  Orders 

No.  of  registered  retailers  7 

No.  of  inspections  24 

Dairymen 

Licensed  to  use  the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested  7 


Condemned  Food 

It  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  the  following: - 
6 Tins  Cooked  Meats  (49  lbs. 3 ozs.) 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Only  one  slaughterhouse  is  licensed  within  the  district 
and  the  output  is  restricted  to  the  needs  of  one  butcher  only. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  and  -condemnations  were 
confined  almost  entirely  to  parasitic  conditions  of  the  liver. 
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The  following  list  shows  the  number  slaughtered  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year. 


HaMie 

excluding 

Cjows 

Cows 

.Calves 

j3hjsep 

&. 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number 

killed 

101 

2 

15 

493 

1 02 

Number 

inspected 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  _ an c[ _ 

Cysticeroosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  - - - - ~ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  31  2 - 59  2 

Tuberculosis  only  - - - ~ 

Cysticercosis  - - 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


The  house  to  house  refuse  collection  service , which  has  now 
completed  its  second  year,  is  functioning  satisfactorily  and  has 
not  given  rise  to  any  complaints.  The  disposal  of  refuse  at  the 
Lamphey  site  has  been  carried  on  without  causing  a nuisance  in  the 
neighbourhood.  As  of  before,  litter  bins  are  provided  at  the  main 
beaches,  and  these  are  regularly  emptied. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Whilst  the  three  public  conveniences  at  Angle,  Freshwater 
East  and  Manorbier  have  continued  to  serve  an  increasing  demand, 
there  has  been  a considerable  amount  of  willful  damage  and  de- 
facing of  the  buildings.  As  there  are  no  permanent  attendants, 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  apprehend  the  persons  responsible, 
although  the  local  police  are  kept  aware  of  the  facts. 


CARAVAN  jSITES 

A total  of  nineteen  caravan  sites  were  currently  licenced 
under  the  Public  Health  Act ,1936,  and  the  Town  and  Country  Plan- 
ning Act,  1947'  The  total  number  of  caravans  for  which  these 
sites  were  licenced  amounted  to  738,  and  water  borne  sanitation 
had  been  provided  on  all  but  one  of  these  sites.  On  the  remaining 
site,  the  operator  had  submitted  proposals  for  the  provision  of  a 
lavatory  block  and  it  was  anticipated  that  the  sanitary  accommod- 
ation would  be  completed  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  1959 
season.  All  sites  were  seasonal,  that  is  to  say,  the  caravans 
were  only  occupied  by  holiday  makers  during  the  summer  camping 
season. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

For  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year,  rodent  control 
was  continued  on  a part-time  basis  with  one  of  the  Council 
emplyees  regularly  disinfecting  the  refuse  disposal  tip,  sewage 
disposal  works,  and  the  various  Council  properties.  Domestic 
infestations  on  private  property  were  also  dealt  with. 

However,  during  the  year,  negotiations  took  place  with 
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the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
and  when  that  department  discontinued  its  service,  the  Rural 
District  Council  took  over  its  functions,  and  appointed  as  full 
time  rodent  operator  Mr .W. Allen,  who  was  transferred  from  the 
Ministry. 

A new  Morris  Minor  van  was  purchased  and  on  October  1st 
the  service  was  commenced.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  87  agreements 
had  been  signed  with  farmers,  occupiers  of  business  premises, 
and  the  Y/ar  Department.  The  total  value  of  these  contracts 
amounted  to  0959. 10.0,  and  with  such  an  encouraging  start,  it 
was  considered  that  in  due  course  the  service  would  become  self- 
supporting. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  ,1,93.?  A 3A8 


INSPECTIONS 

Premises  No.,  on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 


Register 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  sections  1,2, 

3,4,  & 6 are  to  be  2 

enforced  by  Local 
Authorities . 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  section  7 is  12 

enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 


TOTAL  14 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  ..WERE  FOUND 

Particulars 

Found  Remedic 


Notices  Prosecuted 

1 


19 


20 


Referred 

d To  H.M.  By  H.M.  Prtpse- 

Inspector  Inspector  cutions 


Sanitary  Conveniences 


(a) 

Insufficient 

2 

2 

2 

- 

(b) 

Unsuitable  or 
defe  ctive 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

(0) 

Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

TOTAL 

2 

2 

2 

fc.Ti.s 

J.E.  CRIDDLE, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


- 10  - 


